T he match took Place on a \/\/ec{nesclag and Villa arrived on the Tuesc{ag. Theg looked
in the Peak of condition. T he weather was fine and much warmer than Tuesclag although
a strong North " ast wind was b]owing. Meehan returned at right back for Sunderland
and Johnstone moved to left half with Auld dropping out. | he pitch was in pretty fair
condition with a sPrininng of snow on it and the crowd of around 12,000 was bigger than
that of the New Years Day match. Sunder!anc{ won the toss, took aclvantage of the
wind and Deveg kicked off for \Villa. T he game itself was a thriller, 4 v 4, with Villa taking
the lead after quarter of an hour. Nip and tuck all the way it was genera”y agreed that a
share of the spoils was a fair result.

The Armual Meeting

[t was subsequentlg reported in the June 1898 edition of Jpmm————
the Sporting Mirror that: o :{ i Frg |
“The annual meeting of - .

the Sunderand [Tootball )

C]ub has been fixed for

the 29th of this month. | he
officials have Purchasecl

the Painting b}j ] om T‘Ienrg
(sic}_, rePresenting the cu :
tie (sic) between Aston Villa i o
and Sunderland in 1894 A

(sic) and also the artist’s §El LAV
suPP]ememtary ProoFs. Both i | 4
the Painting and the ProoFs e
the}j propose to Put up as a

Prize clrawing for the benefit
of the funds of the club>.

i F [-ﬁllnlg-el
wTHE BELLS' Restaurant, Gritl, an

The Bells
f”]otel above
and Thc

Hote]’s
‘ Restaurant,
Gri” and
Lounge with

the paintin
c]eaPrlg visigle
on the left
hand uPstairs

wall.

On {h Julg 1900 and Sunderland AFC’S annual meeting took P!ace at the Gran&
[Hotel, Bric{ge Street. | he clubs chairman JF [Henderson Presided over an excellent
turnout. The annual rePort showed an excess of expencliture over revenue of some o e
At the close of the meeting a discussion took P!ace regarding the Hemg ainting of the
famous match against Aston Villa. [t was exp]ainec{ that the Paimting had Eeen raffled

but as no-one had yet established a claim it it was being stored in a Sunderand fumiture
dealers establishment. T he chairman thought that he might hand the Painting to the

Borough Art Ga”erg or Perhaps the ] own [Hall. No decision was taken.

So what happenec{ to the Painting’?

Intriguinglg and on!g recent]g a Postcarcl was located on e~bay of all Places showing the
Painting hanging on the wall of a Sunderand Pub called T he Pells which was located at
jF Bridge Streetjjust up from T he Wearmouth Bri&ge. [t oPerated under the
ownership o{:Jas. Henderson and Sons; the father of the club chairman. The Be”s'had
an upstairs restaurant and in that upstairs restaurant the Hem}j work was displage& fora
Periocl. |t dominated the gri” room.

So we know that from the furniture dealers it found its way to the (Chairman’s [Tather's
Pub.

The story can be further Pieced together in that a picture emergec{ of the Painting
hanging on the wall above the reception area at RoEer Park. Undemeath was a Plaque
inc{icating that the Hem9 Fainting Ead been “Presented to Sunderland A }35
Samue! Wilson Esc]., September+ 1930.7

Who was Samuel Wilson and how did he end up with it? \Who knows but bg a strange
turn of events here it was back at Roker Fark .

Then on Mon&ag ] 5t}1 56 tember |ha Sunderland revealed that the famous
Painting !35 Thomas M.M. ﬁiemg which has been on loan to Sunc{erland Museum and
Art Ga”ery since 1990 was returning home to the Sunderland Stadium of Light.

Latterlg a runour emergecl that the 5uPP]ementar5 Prooxcs referred to in the minutes of

the 1900 Annual Meeting turned up at the SAFC Supporters Association. [t was
a”egec{ that theg were then bought !33 one of the Directors of the football club.

Next: Thomas Marie Madawaska Hemg



